Look out for signage
and panels at each
stop on the trail where
you can find facts and
information about
local wildlife and
sustainability, as well as
answers to the quiz!

Maritime Mile )
Blueway Trail

Check out our map and make your way
around each of the stops on the Maritime
Mile Blueway Trail. Your expert navigational
skills will help you on your very own waterfront
adventure, while learning all about the
natural heritage of Belfast’s waterfront. Once
you have finished the trail, complete the
online quiz at maritime-mile.com/blueway
for a chance to win some amazing prizes!

Did you
know?

The Maritime
Mile represents

Depending on your pace, the trail can be a
60-minute blast of fun, or you can stroll the
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Every Autumn/ Winter, the River Lagan
becomes home to a certain well-known
species of fish, do you know what this is?
(Hint: look out for the ‘big’ sculpture on
Donegall Quay!)
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Can you name three types of insects which
might be living in the Bug Hotel in the
Queen’s Quay Planter?
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i Located in the Hamilton Dock, how old is the
Celebration:

Caisson Gate?

Can you name the most famous White Star
Line ship that was designed in the former

o)

Harland & Wolff Drawing Office, now called
Titanic Hotel Belfast?
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To help you on your adventure, here’s some fascinating
facts about Belfast’s waterfront & some useful clues!

Wildlife

Did you
know?

Belfast Harbour
is home to wader
birds, ducks and
water birds.
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Around Us
Past & Present

Belfast Harbour has a long history,
dating back over 400 years! The
harbour was where three rivers
met — the Lagan, the Blackstaff
and the Farset, all tumbling down
the hills around Belfast to meet
the sea.

The area was sandy and marshy,
and the Belfast estuary was once
home to lots of fish, oysters and
other marine life.

As Belfast developed from

village to town to city, there was

more trade, and the harbour was difficult to
navigate. Local merchants looked at how
they could improve the river, and developed
plans to straighten and deepen it, creating
new places for larger ships to dock and
unload their goods.

But Belfast was growing and starting to build
bigger ships. More land was needed, and

the shipbuilders expanded from one side

of the Harbour to the other, leading to the
development of Harland & Wolff.

The world’s most famous ship
RMS Titanic was built here —
on the slipways in front of
the Titanic Belfast building.

There are still some
shipbuilders in Belfast

— Harland & Wolff are still here, joined by
Artemis Technology, but they are increasingly
investing in green technology. Belfast Harbour
aims to be a carbon neutral port, and the
harbour is involved in the development of river
basin management plans and biodiversity
strategies. All these plans are to encourage
wildlife back into the estuary, and Belfast
Harbour is working to clean the water as well.



